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In the summer of 1965, 34 Tamagawa students left Tokyo for Monmouth, Illinois, for an
intensive English program. | was hired to join the students for the summer and then
return to Tamagawa to continue the language program. | was so fortunate to have two
families—the Tamesadas and the Watanabes—who took such good care of me.

My day started early with a Japanese breakfast, followed by a walk to Tamagawa High
School and meetings with the other teachers. We had a bento lunch and then returned
to classes until the end of the day. At first, the students were a little shy about having an
American teacher. They were hesitant to speak English, but gradually, through practice
dialogues and games, their fluency improved. | was also asked to help some special
education students after school with their English, and they too were able to make
progress.

After two years—and many students and families later—I returned to the United States.

Little did | know that about ten years later, | would host my teaching colleague, Yoko
Okada Matsuka, and her young daughter and son, Akiko and Toshi. Yoko came to attend
Fresno State University.

Now, in 2025, we’ve been able to meet again for a wonderful reunion in San Diego.
We've looked at photos and reminisced about the challenges and adventures of living
and teaching in a foreign country.

| am deeply grateful to have begun my teaching career at Tamagawa Gakuen and to
carry such fond memories of the students and the people | met.



Yoko Matsuka (nee Okada)

yoko.matsuka.2018@gmail.com

In 1975, | took my five-year-old daughter and three-year-old son to Fresno to pursue my
graduate studies, because Susan was in Coalinga near Fresno. Not only did she help me
settle into life in the U.S., she always cheered me on, saying “Take it easy.”

Finally, after so many years, | am here in San Diego with Susan, talking about our days
teaching together, taking trips, eating, laughing, and, most of all, talking about our
students.

Susan was a great teacher, and all the students loved her. At that time in Japan, a real
blonde American teacher was so rare that some students remained silent—especially
those at Kushi Tamagawa School, down in the southern end of Kyushu, when we visited
them.

| truly appreciate our friendship, which has lasted more than half a century, all because
Susan has such fond memories of Tamagawa School and its students. Amazingly, she
remembers many things from Japan—including students’ names and even some
Japanese phrases she used. One of her favorites was: “Gyoza to chahan kudasai,” which
she would say at the local restaurant she sometimes visited.
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